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formulae, and pointed out the ineptitude of gods to save
mankind. He taught that misery and suffering were not the
result of the wrath of gods, but that they were the consequen-
ces of man^s ignorance of his own nature and his surround-
ings. Nor is death the result of sin. Life and death are
inseparable. All life is change ; and what is change but the
death of the present ? Man shudders at and fears death,
and yet death and life are not different. Just as all energy
tends towards dissipation, so does all life tend towards death.
All life is progressive death. The great Chinese philosopher
Licius, pointing to a heap of mouldering human bones,
rightly remarked to his scholars : "These and I alone have
the knowledge that we neither live nor are dead." Similarly
just before his death the Buddha said : (t Everything that
lives, whatever it be, is subject to the law of destruction ; the
law of things ' combined ' is to 'separate.'"

The world process did not come into existence all perfec-
ted. It started with blind potentialities, and when self-con-
scious man made his appearance on the scene there, was
already an outcrop of inherited tendencies. That man
originated from an animal is no longer doubted. All known
facts demonstrate that man, looked at from a purely zoological
standpoint, is nothing more than a simian ( monster7, a sort
of arrested development in an anthropomorphic ape of an
anterior epoch. He is only a prodigy child of an anthropoid
born with a brain and intelligence more developed than
those of its parents.* As a result of this origin there have
survived in man qualities fitted for a nonmoral life. But
his development gave rise to the necessity of associating
with his fellows into families, and this has led to the growth
of social life, a life of morality. What is called the feeling
of sinfulness is nothing else than the consciousness that the
actions suited to an individual life are not suited to the
requirements of a social or moral life, a consciousness which
varies in proportion to the development of social claims and
the moral sense.

Evolution takes place through all forms, from the mineral
through plants and all kinds of animal forms, until perfec-

* Elie Mefcchmkoff: Etudes sur la nature humaine.